The Curry Cayg
El Margen (Callar) :\

Lunch Time Grill

Soup of the day

Choice of Steak, Lamb, Pork, Chicken
or Salmon/Tuna Steaks

Jacket Potato, Buffet Salad Bar,
Desert and Coffee

All drinks included

All inclusive price of 12 € (plus 7% IVA)
Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 12.00 till 4pm

A unique Di.rﬁng
Experience

(Last orders 3.00pm) i
*x * % * %
Galera
Evening Curry Feast
An Indian Buffet consisting of tThe Curry Caye
4 courses, soup, selection of starters ("KM NerthofEiMargen) 3
and main courses including i
a vegetarian dish, desert and coffee
Cullar
Eat and drink as much as you like =~
- - . =
All inclusive price of g o il
15€ (plus 7% IvA) ~ 7~
A >l

Friday and Saturday evenings 7.30 till midnight
(Last orders 10.30pm)

Telephone 663 548 940 or 677 731 468 for Heservatlons
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For all advertisers

We have been made aware emails are
sometimes slipping into our "Junk Emails
or not getting to us”. We would confirm

we strive to reply to emails within 24

hours. Therefore, if you do not get a

reply, please email again or call us to
see that we have received your mail.

If you would like to place an ad and
would prefer to meet in person, please
see Wendy in Farmhouses, Estate
Agents, Huescar (Mabile : 687 275 268)
Weekdays from 10am - 2pm or
Lorraine at Castril Information Centre,
Castril
Wednesday 10.30 - 13.00 hours or
Fridays 11.30 - 13.00 hours

(out of these hours please call 610 965
143 to arrange an alternative time)

Email :
thesierrascastril@yahoo.com

FEBRUARY 2008

Inside this month

. Pancake Day

. Valentine's Day

. The Desperate
Gardener

. Footy

. Rambling

. Going self employed

. 3 King's Day

. Motoring in Spain

SIERREA SATELLITE !M5TAI.LATJON$
Digital TV Installation & Service
SKY ACCREDITED ENGINEER

STEVE MACKIE
. 652655707
sierrn _satellifesfhotnaail.com

FOR PROWFT SERVICE
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NOW AVAILABLE

MEXICAN PINE FURNITURE &
TRADITIOMAL AMDALUCIAN AUGS

Liowely refonmed cave house with landscaped ganden,
exceplionally large garage, 2 living roams, 3 bedrooms,
viows, Hid - 128,500€ - Huéscar
COME TO OUR OFFICE AND
TAKE A LOOK!

in conjunction with Little Britian
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BROADBAND
ALMOST ANYWHERE

Browsing / Email / Chat /| Webcam [ Voip

No landline or WIFI connection?

(Or a WIFI / WIMAX connection that is unstable?)

Then we have an affordable
solution!

2 way Satellite systems from
€ 675,00
Monthly Subscription starts at
€ 57,00 p/m

Visit our website for more information.

El Molino Systems S.L.
+34 667658447 | +44 (0)20 71830128
www.europe-satellite.com

MORE ON BIOFUELS AND CAR CLUBS

There is much interest being shown in current trends to find an
alternative to fossil oil fuels with the current demands in recent
months sending the prices of transportation fuels here in Spain from
about 70 cents a litre in January 2002 to around €1, 5 now, an
increase of about 60% with more much higher increases forecast for
this year. It will knock the bottom out of the used vehicle market for
large cars with high fuel costs, but if you drive a low mileage each
year, you will soon be able to buy such vehicles as five year old
large-engined BMWs and Mercedes, etc. for very little now. 1
recently visited a car club here on the Costa Del Sol, the Axarquia
Car Club, a social club for anyone in that area with an interest in
cars, not particularly classics etc. and social get-togethers. Three
members, Graham and Elizabeth Ross and Eddie Drew had a pair of
highly desirable cars between them, namely Cobra Replicas, the kit
cars with big American muscle V8-engines. Having lived in the USA
for two years back in the late sixties when petrol was cheaper than
water (just joking), I can vouch for the thrills such cars can give if
pushed to the limits, but Eddie related that on a recent trip to the UK
by road and tunnel, the fuel had cost him €600 cruising most of the
time at 120 - 140 kph. Ouch! More on this club below.

But Spain has a problem where with bio-fuels, in recent years due to
the once big difference in prices where diesel was as much as 20%
cheaper than unleaded, and with the much better fuel economy of
the new diesels (plus their much better hill-climbing ability here in
southern Spain), the sales of diesel vehicles expressed as a
percentage of the “vehicle park” only around 10% in 1990, has now
grown to be around 70% now meaning that the sales of diesel fuel
has increased while the petrol sales has dropped accordingly. One
result is that the price differential between petrol and diesel is almost
nil now on the forecourts. It used to be about 30% cheaper to run a
diesel car as far as fuel was concerned. It is now about only 15%.

Now for those who do not know, crude oil is refined in what is called
a cracking plant and at various levels of the process, the different
products such as lubricating oils, paraffin, diesel and petrol are
extracted so the petroleum industry ends up with quantities of each
product which it has to sell. Fortunately, such countries as Iran

Continued/....
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which has 10% of the world’s crude oil can only refine about 40% of
its petrol needs so they actually import petrol to satisfy their own
market so this and other places are export markets for excess
production, but petrol rationing in Iran is a common event now. But
due to their attitude to the West, their production is declining as no
one wants to go there to explore and produce more oil fields. A
crisis is in the making, and this is another reason we must expect
prices to increase in the next few years. Hence Iran’s current
building of a nuclear power station to offset this anticipated Iranian
crisis.

Bio-fuels are intended to replace, either by adding them to “pure”
petrol or diesel or as a total fuel, but the plant life that is used to
produce the liquid fuel has limitations as follows. For diesel, the
plant groups are basically rape-seed, sunflowers, palm oil and soyas.
For petroleum replacement they are grains, maize (corn on the cob),
barley, beets (root plants) and sugar cane. So you see that the
limitations exist where, remembering that the calorific equivalents
are much lower in general than fossil fuels (less heat energy per litre
so you do not go as far on a tankful) bio-fuels are not going to be
the total replacement for fossil fuels that the Greens think and
promote. Also, as explained before, they also still emit “toxic”
fumes from vehicle exhausts so must be considered a medium to
long-term no-no. Anther consideration is that the world needs
feeding, and to divert the above basic foods for transport use has to
be an unacceptable decision. Sub-Saharan Africa, which has to
import especially maize foods, has had their basic foodstuffs increase
in price by as much as 25% in the last year with more increases on
the way. However, as reported, all is not lost as many of the
Zimbabwean farmers who had their farms stolen have moved to
Zambia where they have been made most welcome, and the first
100 of them within a year out-produced the existing 155.000
peasant farmers with another 75 producing a record crop of tobacco
which is a valuable export for Zambia. (People are still smoking!) So
perhaps, as only 10% of the fertile land in Zambia is reported to be
farmed, the food and short term need for bio-fuels made be satisfied
from there if the country gets its act together by farming much of
the other 90% of the land until hydrogen is being made in sufficient
quantities here in Europe. I read now, about 20 years late, the
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British government is now acknowledging the need for nuclear power
stations so in about 2030 to 2050, we may have as standard this
non-polluting (compared with current liquid and gas fuels) made-at-
home fuel, yes even literally as well a nationally. With the politics of
the oil producing countries forcing the issue, it is about time too.

The Axarquia Car Club Visit (Costa Del Sol area)

I have been invited to visit this social car club for some time but they
meet about an hour’s drive away from our home, but on Sunday 6%
January after driving on almost empty roads I arrived at El Ancla
(The Anchor), Torrox Parkin, Malaga beach-side restaurant for lunch.
The large car park was a bit flooded with rain water puddles which
upset (understandably) those who had concours standard cars such
as the above mentioned magnificent Cobra replicas. Even the ash-
tray interiors are polished in these beautiful sports-cars. After
checking that there were no restrictions on what we could talk about,
a question that raised a laugh as they had read my web-site page at
www.spainvia.com/solclassicban.htm, (and I was then assured that
they also basically agreed with my points of view) we had an
excellent Sunday lunch of English-style roast beef and Yorkshire
puddings and Brussels sprouts etc, (alternatives roast pork) and got
to know each other chatting about cars and my old love, motorcycles
as the Ross’s own an off-road motorcycle adventure business called
Trailblazers SL. The food was not expensive either at less than €15
each including dessert (home made apple pie) and drinks. The club
runs social driving events each month though the lovely countryside
in that area west of Nerja and it is easy to reach. If anyone is
looking for new friends and a pleasant atmosphere, contact Heather
Drew (Eddie’s wife) the Secretary at harewoodrews@aol.com.

Are there any more car or motorcycle clubs in the area covered by “THE
SIERRAS"? If so, please let me know by email at bjdeller@spainvia.com.

Brian Deller, author & publisher of MOTORING IN SPAIN; THIRD EDITION.
ISBN No 978-84-611-9278-6. More at www.spainvia.com including bookshops
or postal method: or phone (0034) 666-888-870.




























