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And as a motorcyclist on those lovely empty roads in Lincolnshire, I
would get angry because they were the idiots who were destroying
fellow motorcyclist’s lives and careers with their behaviour. 1 had four
RAF friends crippled for life in separate accidents by car drivers who
were later fined about £15 each for being drunk at the wheel although
it did not help my RAF friends who were given medical discharges and
condemned to limp for life. I make no excuse for writing this as I
have also had the task as a police volunteer reservist in South Africa
of eight times having to give the sad news at 3 a.m. to relatives of
those who had died in road accidents due to drink. What a total waste
of life!

So dear readers, if you see someone about to drive obviously drunk or
drugged, do them and all of us a favour: hide their car keys and call a

police: let us make them the social

taxi for them. Or report them to the

' N 2
outcasts they should be. 1 have
— R )
“WE=s
= A =

done it when I was younger, even
once throwing the keys over a
hedge. You need not feel bad
about it: on the contrary, you must
feel very good for after an accident it
is too late. Have a safe and
prosperous 2008.

MOTORING
IN SPAIN

w Brian J Dellar

Brian Deller, author MOTORING IN

SPAIN, Third Edition, A REFERENCE BOOK, IN ENGLISH, ON THE

ISBN No 978-B4-611-9278.
Tel. (0034) 666-B88-870 or
bideller@spainvia.com.

Web-site www.spainvia.com.

LEGALITIES OF DRIVING AND OWNING MOTOR
VEHIGLES IN SPAIN,

283 PAGES OF VALUABLE INFORMATION.

OH, HOW I SOMETIMES HATE BEING RIGHT!

One of the qualities that age bestows upon most of us who have been
open- minded all their lives and not accepted as the gospel truth,
often from bigoted people, without checking all the facts from all
sources is the ability to make good choices and arrive at the correct
logical conclusions. I have been right in the past, and now sadly I
have been right again. It probably stems from my being trained as an
engineer where you look at what a problem is doing and what it is not
doing before you start working out the best solution to it.

But today, the prediction that I am writing about AGAIN is the need
for holders of foreign EU driving licences (DLs) who are resident in
Spain to have the periodical medicals just as the Spanish have to, and
as specified in the EU Directive on the subject and I have stressed this
for the last two years. For those new to Spain or the subject, until
September 2004, when foreign EU citizens came to live in Spain as a
resident, they had to change their driving licence for a Spanish one
and that is why I have one, but Spain, prior to this date and against
the EU rules, insisted that if and when you became resident here, that
is lived here for 183 or more days a year, you had to change your
foreign EU driving licence for a Spanish one. But in September 2004,
Spain who had been summonsed to the European Court was told to
obey the EU Directive on the matter and so foreign DLs became legal
for residents to use but the rule also stated that the foreign residents
are subject to the same rules as Spanish drivers. This includes the
periodical medicals as specified in my books, the Second and the new
Third Editions, for almost two years now and in my various articles on
the subject.

Well, according to an email received from an expatriate living in the
Torrevieja area, Alicante, Mr. Graham Ward, whom I thank for his
trouble in advising me of the sad event, what I had warned against
has now happened.

Continued/....
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Apparently a lady friend was involved in an accident where someone
was seriously injured and she had a UK-DL but had not had any
medicals since she arrived here a few years ago, and in the ensuing
Court case that followed where she was under the impression that she
was not at fault, a lawyer for the other party checked her DL and
asked her for the official Spanish medical certificate which she did not
have as she had never taken one.

As a result, her DL was declared legally expired although the normal
expiry date on it was for in a few years time at age 70 and she was
judged to be at fault for not having a current DL, for if she had not
been driving the accident would not have happened. Plus, her almost
new car, which was a write-off, she was refused cover by her
insurance company under their rules where, no driving licence, no
payout. So she has lost her car, has penalty points and a fine to pay.
But here is the sad point about the subject, not many of the policing
authorities seem to know this law so if you are stopped at the side of
the road for a document check, you may get away with it through that
officer’s ignorance. But, as the "man” has always said, ignorance of
the law is no excuse. The official letter giving the details, in Spanish,
is on my web-site at www.spainvia.com/drivelicenceletteradsl.htm and
it can be printed out. The Third Edition of my book, MOTORING IN
SPAIN is now on sale from the first of December 2007 and it gives
more details as well as everything else you need to know to save
yourself money and especially stress, that definable emotion we do
not need in our old ages especially in a “foreign” country. It is on sale
at selected bookshops that are listed in my web site, and the price for
the new 288-page book is €22, 95, still less expensive than other
books on Spain with a similar amount of information, and it is
regularly updated on my web-site.

Continued/...
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WATCH OUT: THERE IS A COP ABOUT!

Those who consider themselves above the law - watch out from now
on. The EU has again broadcast that the number of people killed on
the roads has to come down, and here in Spain Trafico has announced
that in addition to the usual problems causing accidents such as
especially using a mobile phone while driving, the statistics for which
are seriously high, the authorities will be looking out for not only those
who drink and drive, but with the new device that they have been
supplied with, those who take illegal drugs and drive as well.

Illegal includes those drugs on prescription where it is recommend
that you do not drive, as well as the usual cocaine, marijuana, etc. 1
have always had a problem wondering why people have to drink so
much and take drugs as well. Is life that boring for them?

I used to ride fast motorcycles so I suppose they were my drug, a
replacement for being unable to be a pilot in the RAF due to colour
blindness which was discovered during the medical when I joined up in
1955. So fast motorcycles on and off road became the alternative,
and during the 35 years I rode them including racing and successfully
tuning them for others for a financial consideration, the thrill easily
replaced the need for getting drunk or whatever, except for my love of
the fair sex and what they could do for me and I could do for them. 1
can remember as a single airman listening to the boasts of fellow
airmen as a young lad in the RAF, where they would tell all in earshot
on Saturday and Sunday mornings that they drove back from the pub
last night and was so drunk, they could not remember doing it.

Continued/...



We can custom make your t-shirt to display
your company logo.

Maybe you prefer to use one of our ready made
designs, i.e. angels, biker, cats, dogs, dolphins,
eagles, horses, native American Indians, pi-
rates, wolves, etc. Add or custom make your
own design. i.e. name, message, photo etc.

We also can make club team t-shirts to display
your design.

If required we can help you with your design.
Watch out for our web site in the future! Call
us to discuss your requirements.

Tel: +34 - 958747560
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